
Easter – 2022 
 

I attended the Living Way of the Cross at St. Pat’s on Thursday 
afternoon.  As I was visiting with a friend before it started, I 
learned that there had been an ongoing conversation about the 
wisdom of having the youngest grades attend this annual event.  
The experience can be quite unsettling!   
 
The depiction of Jesus’ way to the cross and his crucifixion is 
designed to make the horror of the moment quite clear and 
compelling.  But one line of thinking was that it can be too much 
for our youngest members and we would want to spare them any 
nightmares. 
 
That sense of alarm they experience when seeing a torturous 
death so bluntly portrayed can echo down through the years, and 
I don’t mean simply when we participate in the Good Friday 
liturgy.  It echoes through us whenever we face the feeling of 
being overwhelmed by the state of the world and even by how 
our own lives have developed.  Those situations, too, can feel as 
real as dying, and for some it can feel even worse than that.   
 
Where in our early years we might be protected from the worst 
of all that by solicitous parents and other adults, in our 
adulthood the defenses of our childhood no longer suffice.  We 
are exposed to the utter reality of our mortality and must come 
to terms with the fact that we cannot escape it.   
 
In his letter to the Romans St. Paul provides a way through that  
harrowing realization that death will come for us: “If we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him.”  



The Son of God, Jesus of Nazareth, offers us the only means of 
victory over death and over our fear of it. 
 
For those entering the church through baptism at the Easter Vigil 
the grace of the sacrament of baptism unites them with Christ, 
baptizing them into his death and resurrection, and provides 
them with a sure path through all they encounter in this world 
that leads to death. 
 
By clinging to Christ in the midst of what can feel like a 
tornado, they are given the confident assurance that they will be 
saved, even from the death we cannot escape. 
 
Clinging to Christ means to attend to him, listen for his voice 
and seek to serve him by serving those he loves.  Such clinging 
requires effort, just as a child hangs on tight to the neck of a 
parent.  But it offers sure hope and consolation. 
 
On Easter the entire Christian community is given the chance to 
renew their baptismal promises, to speak again our “I do” to the 
faith we all profess.  We give ourselves another chance to grow 
in our belief and trust in God and to make this central message 
of our salvation the basis for all we do and all we think about 
God.  In that faith life is found, and we know from our own 
experience the love of the God who saves. 
 
 


